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IMPORT  TRADE  BY  COMMODITY 


The  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  announced 
today  that  the  increase  in  United  States  imports  for  con- 
sumption from  $1,655.1  million  in  November  to  $1,720.4  mil- 
lion in  December,1  1  an  increase  of  about  4  percent,  re- 
flected increases  in  imports  of  crude  materials,  finished 
manufactures,  and  semimanufactures,  which  were  partly  offset 
by  decreases  in  imports  of  manufactured  foodstuffs  and  crude 
foodstuffs. 

The  Bureau  also  stated  that  calendar  year  imports  for  con- 
sumption rose  from  $17,004  million  in  1963  to  the  record 
total  of  $18,600  million  in  1964.    Tne  overall  increase  in 
total  imports  for  consumption  from  1963  to  1964  reflected 
increases  in  imports  of  finished  manufactures,  crude  food- 
stuffs, crude  materials,  and  semimanufactures  which  were 
partly  offset  by  a  decline  in  imports  of  manufactured  food- 
stuffs.   Changes  in  the  annual  dollar  values  of  the  economic 
classes  of  commodities  from  1963  to  1964  were  as  follows: 
finished  manufactures,  from  $6,384.1  to  $7,321.5  million; 
crude  foodstuffs,  from  $1,725.4  to  $2,034.0  million;  crude 
materials,  from  $3,141.0  to  $3,444.1  million;  semimanufac- 
tures, from  $3,755.9  to  $3,988.3  million;  and  manufactured 
foodstuffs,  from  $1,997.8  to  $1,812.0  million.    From  1963  to 
1964  imports  of  "dutiable"  commodities  rose  from  $10,741.1 
to  $11,577.3  million  while  "duty  free"  commodities  rose  from 


lSee  the  December  1964  issue  of  Report  No.  FT  900-1  for  seasonally 
adjusted  figures  on  general  imports.    Seasonally  adjusted  data  are  not 
available  for  imports  for  consumption  or  on  a  commodity  basis. 

The  December  1964  imports  for  consumption  total  may  reflect  antici- 
pation of  a  possible  strike  at  east  and  gulf  coast  ports  Khich  event- 
ually began  January  11,  1965.    However,  the  Bureau  does  not  have 
information  as  to  the  extent  of  the  effect  of  the  strike  on  the 
December  import  activity. 


$6,263.2  to  $7,022.6  million.    Dutiable  commodities  repre- 
sented about  62  percent  of  the  calendar  year  1964  imports 
for  consumption  total  as  compared  to  about  63  percent  for 
calendar  year  1963. 

From  November  to  December,  imports  of  crude  materials 
climbed  from  $282.7  to  $313.5  million  owing  chiefly  to  in- 
creases in  imports  of  copper,  from  $0.1  to  $18.0  million; 
undressed  furs,  from  $4.1  to  $15.3  million;  and  crude  petro- 
leum, from  $82.1  to  $90.7  million.    Partly  offsetting  these 
increases,  were  decreases  in  imports  of  rough  or  uncut 
diamonds,  from  $16.2  to  $10.0  million,  and  f erroalloying 
ores,  from  $15.7  to  $10.4  million.    Imports  of  finished 
manufactures  rose  from  $655.9  to  $683.6  million  as  increases 
were  reported  in  imports  of  automobiles  and  parts,  from  $62.3 
to  $78.0  million;  burlap,  from  $10.6  to  $18.0  million;  and, 
newsprint,  from  $68.6  to  $73.0  million.    Increases  in  imports 
of  gas  and  fuel  oil,  from  $49.2  to  $67.1  million;  industrial 
chemicals,  from  $18.9  to  $23.4  million  and  semimanufactured 
copper,  from  $26.3  to  $30.6  million  were  the  chief  factors  in 
the  rise  in  imports  of  semimanufactures  from  $337.1  to  $357.8 
million.    However,  iron  and  steel  semimanufactures,  also 
included  in  this  economic  class,  dropped  from  $54.1  to  $38.6 
million. 

During  the  period,  imports  of  manufactured  foodstuffs  fell 
from  $176.7  to  $165.4  million  reflecting  decreases  in  imports 
of  most  of  the  individual  items  included  in  this  economic 
class.    The  more  notable  of  these  decreases  was  a  drop  in 
imports  of  sugar  from  $43.4  to  $37.9  million.    The  slight 
decrease  in  imports  of  crude  foodstuffs  from  $202.6  to  $200.1 
million  was  due  chiefly  to  a  decrease  in  imports  of  coffee, 
from  $126.8  to  $116.4  million. 


EXPLANATION 

COVERAGE:   Import  alatiatica  include  merchandiae  imported  by  government  ageo- 
ciea  aa  well  aa  by  private  importers,  bnt  exclude  American  goods  returned  by  the 
United  Statea  armed  forces  for  their  own  use    United  States  trade  with  Puerto 
Rico  and  United  States  possessions  is  not  included  in  this  report,  but  the  import 
trade  of  Puerto  Rico  with  foreign  countries  is  included  as  s  part  of  the  United 
Statea  import  trade.   Merchandiae  shipped  in  transit  through  the  United  States 
between  foreign  countries  is  not  included  in  import  alatiatica    However,  the  sta- 
tistics msy  include  some  merchandise  (principally  duty-free)  which  ;s  entered 
through  United  Ststes  Customs  sad  aubaequently  exported  in  the  name  condition  in 
which  imported    In  many  caaes.  auch  merchandise  differs  from  in  rranait  merchan- 
diae only  in  the  manner  in  which  it  in  documented 

VALUATION:   Import  values  sre.  in  genersl,  baaed  on  market  price  or  selling 
price,  sad  sre.  in  general,  f  o  b.  the  exporting  country    Import  values  slso  exclude 
United  States  import  datiee    None  of  the  vslnes  hsve  been  adjuated  for  changes  in 
price  level. 


OF  STATISTICS 

RF.IJ ABILITY :   Monthly  import  statistics  for  individual  commodities  are  based  on 
full  compilation  of  all  formal  entry  shipments  valued  $100  and  over  (over  99  per- 
cent of  total  import  value)  and  are  therefore  free  of  sampling  variability-  They 
are.  however,  subject  to  some  error  due  to  the  omission  of  informal  entry  ship- 
ments (i  e.  those  valued  under  $250)  and  under  $100  formal  entry  shipments  from 
commodity  statistics,  and  also  from  such  sources  as  the  carry-over  of  data  from 
month  to  month  in  the  compiling  process  and  errors  in  the  reporting  or  processing. 
Although  the  effect  of  such  errors  on  the  rounded  totals  in  this  report  is  probably 
small,  the  possibility  of  inaccuracy  should  be  taken  into  sccount  particularly  in 
using  figures  of  relatively  small  magnitude.   The  largest  variation  from  rounding  of 
figures  is  $50,000 

Further  information  regarding  coverage,  valuation,  compilation  procedures  snd  pre- 
cision of  import  data  is  contained  in  the  foreword  of  Report  No.  FT  110.   For  com- 
plete ststement.  see  foreword  in  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
Slates 
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UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  FOR  CONSUMPTION  OF  MERCHANDISE,  BY  ECONOMIC  CLASSES  AND  LEADING  COMMODITIES: 

DECEMBER  1964  AND  SELECTED  PERIODS 


(Quantity  in  units  indicated;  value  in  millions  of  dollars.  Imports  for  consumption  are  a  total  of  imports  for  immediate  consumption  plus  withdrawals  for  con- 
sumption from  bonded  warehouses.  Data  revised  to  reflect  all  corrections  published  with  the  statistics  through  those  for  December  1964.  Totals  represent 
sum  of  unrounded  figures,  hence  may  vary  slightly  from  sum  of  rounded  amounts  ) 


Monthly 

Economic  class 

and  commodity1 ' 2 

December 

November 

December 

average 

1964 

1964 

1963 

1963 

Total  

1,720.4 

1,655.1 

1,509.9 

1,417.0 

654.1 

617.7 

568.2 

521.9 

1,066.2 

1,037.4 

941.7 

895.1 

Crude  materials  

value 

313.  5 

282.7 

284.  5 

261.7 

Hides  and  skins  

5.1 

4.1 

4.2 

5.2 

15.3 

4.1 

25.5 

9.7 

1  000  000  lb. . 

101 

89 

65 

72 

value . ■ 

19.3 

17.6 

14.4 

16.8 

Copra  

1  000  lb 

44,799 

92.673 

29.998 

43,413 

3.5 

7.2 

2.3 

3.2 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured  

. .1  000  lb. 

9,001 

14, 846 

12,553 

13,985' 

value . . 

5.5 

9.9 

7.6 

8.2 

5,231 

9,439 

4,034 

11,186 

0.3 

0.6 

0.4 

2.3 

Jute  and  jute  butts  

(NA) 

1,715 

4,266 

6,442 

value . . 

1.0 

0.3 

0.6 

1.1 

Sisal  and  henequen  

8,443 

7,811 

8,206 

7,583 

1.8 

1.6 

2.3 

1.8 

Wool,  unmanufactured  free  

(1  000  000  lb. ) . 

.actual  weighty' 

16 

8 

19 

18 

clean  content-*.. 

13 

6 

15 

14 

value . . 

9.2 

4.7 

11.4 

9.6 

Wool,  unmanufactured,  dutiable,.. 

(1,000,000  lb.). 

.actual  weight.. 

18 

15 

15 

14 

clean  content3.. 

13 

10 

11 

10 

value . . 

12.8 

11.2 

11.6 

9.3 

1.6 

2.0 

1.8 

2.1 

40,453 

37,143 

37,785 

37,895 

value . . 

90.7 

82.1 

87.8 

85.4 

1,000  carats. . 

103 

160 

229 

146 

value . . 

10.0 

16.2 

16.6 

10.8 

.  .1,000  carats. . 

857 

1,949 

1,221 

981 

value . . 

5.1 

6.7 

4.5 

4.1 

 1 

,000  long  tons. . 

3,  501 

3,700 

1,940 

2,772 

value . . 

35.8 

38.3 

19.8 

26.9 

10.4 

15.7 

8.4 

*9.1 

 1,000  lb.. 

60,327 

461 

6,998 

3,709 

value . . 

18. 0 

0. 1 

2.0 

1. 1 

 1,000  lb. . 

9,363 

4,343 

12,562 

23.223 

value . . 

0.9 

0.5 

1.1 

1.9 

268 

312 

265 

244 

value . . 

0.9 

0.9 

0.3 

0.3 

 1,000  lb. . 

29,359 

29,952 

45,189 

67,709 

value . . 

2.0 

1.8 

2.0 

2.8 

.  ....  value  . 

14.0 

12.0 

9.9 

10.1 

  value . . 

50.3 

45.1 

50.0 

39.8 

200.1 

202.6 

158.7 

143.8 

24.5 

21.9 

20.5 

19.5 

 thousands . . 

88 

74 

101 

69 

value . . 

6.2 

6.0 

8.3 

5.6 

3.3 

2.9 

2.9 

2.0 

4.8 

2.8 

3.5 

3.7 

 1,000  lb. . 

295,930 

275,107 

277,142 

290,451 

value . . 

13.7 

12.7 

7.2 

6.8 

. .1,000,000  lb.. 

55 

42 

47 

53 

value . . 

11.8 

8.8 

11.1 

11.3 

. .1,000,000  lb. . 

274 

308 

283 

263 

value. . 

116.4 

126.8 

90.0 

79.6 

 1,000  lb.. 

13,084 

10,242 

8,851 

10,519 

value . . 

6.1 

4.8 

4.1 

4.9 

 1,000  lb.. 

1,509 

3,244 

2,604 

3,370 

value . . 

0.5 

0.9 

0.7 

0.9 

12.9 

15.0 

10.3 

9.5 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table . 
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UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  TOR  CONSUMPTION  OF  MERCHANDISE,  BY  ECONOMIC  CLASSES  AND  LEADING  COMMODITIES: 

DECEMBER  1964  AND  SELECTED  PERIODS — Continued 


Economic  class  and  commodity1 


December 

November 

December 

Monthly 

1964 

1964 

1963 

average 

1963 

t  a  5  j 

X  /o.  / 

1  Q7  / 
X77  .4 

1  AA  5 
.  '.  , 

15  1 

•  / 

Z5  9 

w .  y 

8,599 

9,270 

8,436 

6,919 

4.1 

5.6 

3.9 

3.1 

53,620 

49,798 

42,935 

44,620 

17.3 

16.6 

13.7 

13.1 

1«4 

1.3 

2.2 

1.4 

726 

778 

875 

746 

37.9 

43.4 

68.8 

50.9 

2 .2 

2.7 

1  Q 

3.7 

19  A 

95  1 

17.1 

1A  A 

/  9  (1 

35V  #8 

117 

337.1 

315 .0 

-    .  - 

4.8 

4.2 

3.8 

4.1 

239 

210 

263 

294 

0  9 

fi  7 

U.7 

n  o 

U.  7 

3  3 

1  A 

9  9 

5  fi 
9  .u 

O $4.J  f 

7  (T79 
/  f\JI£. 

9  Qft9 

9  ,U94 

0  5 

n  5 

fi  9 

fi  1 
U.J 

5  8 

4  3 

5  8 

5  Q 

9  .7 

24,  5 

9Q  n 

9A  9 

Ifi  5 

257 

957 

91A 

911 
«£  JX 

33  5 

19  5 

9Q  5 
c".9 

97  5 

32  427 

11  ft51 

91   1  5Q 
cJ ,  X97 

67  1 

Z9  9 

65  1 

48  0 

3  919 

4  988 

A  A5fi 
O,  09U 

17  ftfiZ 

0  9 

JL.  JL 

1  1 

1  5 

.  9 

88 

Q9 

77 

ft5 
o9 

9  3 

Q  A 

7  A 

7  ft 

38  6 

5Z  1 
9**  .  X 

9Q  Q 
^7.7 

29.2 

19  1 

Q  9 

17  7 

1  A  ft 
XO  .  O 

101 

ft  5 
09 

77 

AO. 

30  6 

9A  1 

91  T 

20,5 

ia  nfti 

97  Z77 

11    A  A/ 

40,049 

Z  ft 

1  ft 

1  7 

1  0 

on  A5Z 

-|  Q  A7ft 
X7 ,  O  /  O 

X7,XOO 

^U,UUX 

1  A  5 
ID  .  2 

1  1  A 

xJ.  / 

14 .4 

5  Z95 

9  ,**<9 

J  99Q 

7  1"5A 

0,4U9 

9.8 

6.7 

8.1 

9.1 

16,895 

25,154 

14,766 

22,535 

2.3 

3  3 

1  7 

9  Z. 

4.4 

5."o 

3!2 

4.9 

91  Z 

1  ft  Q 

XO  .7 

1  Q  A 
XV.  O 

*25.1 

91Q 

205 

8  1 

7  Q 

7  1 

7  0 
r  •« 

5A  7 

SI  5 

/  y  1 

46.3 

683  6 

655  9 

99*»  .J 

532 .0 

13  8 

T  5  9 

XJ 

Q  Q 

XX.  7 

2  6 

2  6 

9  1 
c  .X 

9  0 

31  494 

34  869 

15  ft71 
.39 ,0  f X 

iq  rv.  o 

7  9 

8  5 

7  1 

ft  Q 

0.7 

15.8 

16  1 

11  9 

1Z  1 

98  572 

58  926 

7  A  fi19 

On  1Q7 

80  298 

Z7  ZQQ 

*♦  /  ,*t77 

57  im 

9 / , JUJ 

63 ,336 

18  0 

10.6 

1 9  z 

1/  fi 
x*»  .u 

x.9 

1  4 

T  Z 

2.5 

21.2 

25.6 

19.7 

22.4 

5.0 

4.7 

4.3 

3.9 

245 

250 

260 

238 

2.3 

2.5 

2.9 

2.4 

584 

546 

536 

451 

73.0 

68.6 

68.0 

57.3 

6.8 

6.6 

5.6 

6.9 

5.2 

5.5 

4.1 

5.2 

Manufactured  foodstuffs  value. 

Meat  products  value. 

Cheese  1,000  lb. 

value. 

fish  and  shellfish  canned,  prepared,  etc  1,000  lb. 

value. 

Fodders  and  feeds  value. 

Cane  or  beet  sugar  1,000,000  lb. 

value. 

Molasses  value. 

Whisky  value. 

All  other  manufactured  foodstuffs  value. 

Semimanufactures  value . 

.Leather  value. 

Bristles  1,000  lb. 

value. 

Expressed  oils,  Inedible  value. 

Quebracho  1,000  lb. 

value . 

Wool  semimanufactures  value. 

Sawed  boards,  planks,  deals,  etc  value. 

Wood  pulp  1,000  short  tons. 

value. 

Gas  and  fuel  oil  1,000  bbl. 

value . 

Asbestos  short  tons. 

value . 

Diamonds,  cut  but  not  set  1,000  carat6. 

value . 

Iron  and  steel  semimanufactures  value. 

Aluminum  value . 

Copper  (copper  content)  1,000,000  lb. 

value. 

Lead  (lead  content)  1,000  lb. 

value. 

Nickel  and  alloys  1,000  lb. 

value. 

Tin  1,000  lb. 

value. 

Zinc  1,000  lb. 

value. 

Coal-tax  products  value. 

Industrial  chemicals  value. 

Fertilizers  and  materials  1,000  short  tons. 

value. 

All  other  semimanufactures  value. 

Finished  manufactures  value. 

Leather  manufactures  value. 

Essential  or  distilled  oils  value. 

Cotton  cloth  1,000  sq.  yd. 

value . 

Other  cotton  manufactures  value . 

Burlap  1,000  yd! 

1,000  lb. 
value. 

Flajt,  hemp  and  ramie  manufactures  value. 

Wool  manufactures  value. 

Silk  manufactures  value. 

Shingles  1,000  squares. 

value. 

Newsprint  1,000  short  tons. 

value. 

Other  paper  manufactures  value. 

Pottery  value. 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  FOR  CONSUMPTION  OF  MERCHANDISE,  BY  ECONOMIC  CLASSES  AND  LEADING  COMMODITIES: 

DECEMBER  1964  AND  SELECTED  PERIODS— Continued 


Economic  class  and  commodity1  2 

December 
1964 

November 
1964 

December 
1963 

Monthly 
average 

1963 

Finished  manufactures— Continued 

Steel  mill  products  

value . 

30 

8 

34 

9 

24 

0 

12 

8 

13 

5 

9 

9 

11 .  5 

A  (tt*i  fill  +  1  it*q  1     ma  nhi  noT'v    ant^    t  m  ri  1  WM>n4  C 

13 

- 

12 

o 

12 

Q 

14 . 7 

78 

0 

62 

3 

50 

8 

46 . 9 

124 

' 

117 

8 

86 

l 

75.4- 

16 

0 

19 

2 

15 

1 

XD .  u 

9 

7 

9 

3 

7 

4 

6.6 

9 

5 

7 

4 

6 

0 

5.4 

3 

6 

3 

7 

2 

7 

2.5 

8 

3 

10 

6 

8 

1 

8.8 

4 

9 

6 

6 

4 

4 

4.8 

30 

5 

30 

7 

529 

5 

525.7 

153 

6 

141 

4 

5132 

3 

5117.0 

Estimated  value  $l-$99  formal  and  $l-$250  informal  entry 

14 

2 

18 

7 

15 

8 

14.6 

NA  Not  available. 

1Based  on  commodity  classifications  in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Imported  into  the  United  States.   A  supplement  to  Report  No. 
FT  930-1  showing  the  Schedule  A  numbers  included  in  the  individual  economic  class  and  commodity  totals  is  available  on  request.         The  data  in  this  report 
for  September  1963  and  subsequent  periods  are  based  on  the  classifications  in  the  Tariff  Schedules  of  the  United  States  Annotated  (TSUSA),  an  official  publica- 
tion of  the  United  States  Tariff  Commission.   A  supplement  to  this  report  showing  the  Tariff  Schedules  of  the  United  States,  Annotated  (TSUSA  numbers)  included 
in  the  economic  classes  and  individual  commodities  is  available  on  request.         Includes  the  actual  weight  of  carbonized  wool.       Certain  uranium  bearing 
materials,  formerly  classified  under  "ferroal loying  ores"  are  included  under  "industrial  chemicals"  beginning  with  the  September  1963  statistics.   The  1963 
monthly  and  monthly  average  figures  shown  have  been  revised  to  reflect  this  change.       5Beginning  September  1964,  data  on  imports  of  TSUSA  number  8070020 
(Value  of  foreign  products  in  articles  assembled  abroad),  formerly  classified  under  "all  other  finished  manufactures"  in  this  report,  and  data  on  imports  of  TSUSA 
number  8070040  (Value  of  U.S.  products  in  articles  assembled  abroad),  formerly  classified  under  "American  goods  returned",  are  included  in  this  report  under  the 
leading  commodities  under  which  the  fully  assembled  articles  would  be  properly  reported.   The  1963  data  shown  in  this  report  have  not  been  revised  to  reflect 
this  change.   For  further  information,  see  the  September  1964  issue  of  Report  No.  FT  125.         This  estimate  is  subject  to  a  sampling  variation  of  about  3  percent 
of  the  estimated  value  shown.   For  an  explanation  of  the  sampling  procedures  used  in  estimating,  see  foreword  of  Report  No.  FT  125- 
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